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I Spy…

Twenty Questions...

The ultimate classic:

Test your “mind reading” skills:

One person finds a fixed object that everyone in the
vehicle can see and says, “I spy with my little eye something that is…” and then gives a clue as to what the
object is (e.g. blue, red, polka dot, etc.) Everyone else
in the car then takes turns asking yes or no questions
about the mystery object and guessing. This pattern repeats until someone identifies the right item. That person then gets to choose next and the game continues.

One player secretly thinks of an “animal, mineral or vegetable” (an alternative variation is “person, place or thing”).
Everyone else in the car then take turns asking yes or no
questions (e.g. can it fly? does it grow in the ground? is
it someone we know?) to determine who or what they
are thinking about. The goal is to guess the answer in 20
questions or less. The person who guesses correctly then
thinks of the next item and the game continues.

License Plate Game…

Geography…

How many states can you find:

How many cities can you name:

Regardless of where you are, people from all over the
country are sharing the roads with you. Have your kids
see how many different state license plates they can
find on the trip. The goal, of course, is to nab all 50 states
(and the 10 provinces and three territories of Canada if
you want to expand the game!) Your family can either
work as a team or individually. Print page 3 so your kids
can cross off states – and get a sense of how far away
the cars have come from – as they see them.

One player names a city. In order, everyone in the car
then has to name another city (no repeating!) that starts
with the last letter of the previous city named (e.g. if
the first person names Los Angeles, the next could say
Seattle.) There are no winners or losers, just see how
many you can name as a team. We love geography (of
course!) but this game can easily be adapted for different age groups – try animal names, types of food, television shows, movies, celebrities, countries, etc... the
opportunities are endless!

I’m Going on a Picnic…
Test your memory:

One player begins the round by stating, “I’m going on a picnic and I’m going to bring… [something that starts with the
letter A.]” In order, the next player states the same phrase including the first person’s item and adds an item that begins
with the letter B (for example, I’m going on a picnic and I’m going to bring apples and bananas.) The game continues
with each player having to recite the entire list and add a new entry for the next letter of the alphabet. This too can be
adapted for different age groups – based on interests, try: I’m making a travel bucket list and it includes…, my father
owns a music store and in it he sells…, or I have a collection of baseball cards and it includes.
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Team Storytelling…

U.S. Geography IQ...

One person starts by creating the first line of a story.
This could be anything, from a simple “once upon a
time, there lived a princess” to something more unconventional such as “Lucy the ladybug had always
dreamed of visiting New York City.” Each person in the
car adds a line, building the story. Depending on the
stamina of your group, this could go on for a few minutes or a few hours.

How well do you and your kids know the iconic tourist
attractions, travel spots and historic monuments across
the country? As you’re observing cities, country landscapes, attractions and more from your car window,
print page 4 and test your U.S. geography IQ. You can
either print multiple copies so everyone has a chance to
test their knowledge separately or print one copy and
do the survey out loud as a group… it’s up to you!

To make the game more challenging, add rules such
as lines need to rhyme or each person has five specific
words they need to work into the story.

Are these too easy?
Come up with your own questions in the car and quiz
one another.

Get those creative juices flowing:

Test your knowledge:

How To Read A Map...

Some pointers to help kids learn how to read a map:
Looking at the map with your children, point out some key locations, like the hotel you’re staying in, restaurants
you visited or particular landmarks on your list. Then, identify helpful information they can find on the map…the
compass, the map key – and fun parts of the key like the new selfie spots.
Then it’s question & answer time! Here are some to get your started:
- Which road should we take to get to…?
- Ask them to circle the places they want to visit
- They can color the map with crayons to identify routes to take for walks, find parks, and more
- Can they find three restaurants to walk to from the hotel?
- To go from spot A (your hotel, for example) to spot B (the gas station)…which direction are you heading in...
north, south, east or west?

Snap a Photo, Tag It, and Win…
Stretch Your Legs and Explore:

Discovery Map is giving away a $100 gift card to one lucky Instagram user each month for a year (now through
March 31, 2017). When it’s time to get out of the car to explore, enter the sweepstakes by posting an image
on Instagram from a Discovery Map location – both destination shots and selfies are fine – using the hashtag
#discoverymap. Random drawings will happen the first week of the following month. Make it a family contest
and see who can snap the best shot! For full rules and regulations, visit DiscoveryMap.com/Instagram.
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LICENSE PLATE GAME
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
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1. Which of the following body of water does not touch a
US coast?
A) The Gulf of Mexico
B) The Pacific Ocean
C) The North Sea
D) The Bering Sea
2. Which state capital is the least populated?
A) Montpelier, VT
B) Juneau, AK
C) Cheyenne, WY
D) Dover, DE
3. What city is home to the “Gateway to the West?”
A) Cincinnati, OH
B) Des Moines, IA
C) St. Louis, MO
D) Denver, CO
4. What is the largest house ever built in the US?
A) Biltmore (Ashville, NC)
B) The White House (DC)
C) The Breakers (Newport, RI)
D) Mar-a-lago (Palm Beach, FL)

9.

What state has the largest population in the US?
A) Texas
B) Florida
C) New York
D) California

10. What is the capital of New York?
A) New York City
B) Albany
C) Saratoga Springs
D) Buffalo
11. The Grand Canyon is located in?
A) Florida
B) New Jersey
C) Arizona
D) Kansas
12. What is the tallest mountain in the US?
A) Mt. Rushmore
B) Mt. Everest
C) Mt. Denali
D) Mt. Etna

5. Where was President John F. Kennedy’s summer residence?
A) Key West, FL
B) Cape Cod, MA
C) Charlottesville, VA
D) Kennebunkport, ME

13. What is the name of the water ecosystem that is
located in the southern region of Florida?
A) Mississippi
B) Everglades
C) Lake Erie
D) Rio Grande

6. How many states make up New England?
A) Four
B) Six
C) Ten
D) Five

14. The capital of Puerto Rico is?
A) Havana
B) Miami
C) San Juan
D) Kingston

7. Which mountain range is within US borders?
A) Himalaya
B) Appalachian
C) Mt. Etna
D) Amatola

15. What was the first officially declared National Park in
the US?
A) Grand Canyon
B) Yellowstone National Park
C) Acadia National Park
D) Death Valley

8. All of the following states are part of the South except…
A) Virginia
B) New Jersey
C) Georgia
D) North Carolina

Answer Key: 1. C 2. A 3. C 4. A 5. B 6. B 7. B 8. B 9. D 10. B 11. C 12. C 13. B 14. C 15. B
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